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Elementary News 
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11/6 Make and Take 

night 6:00-7:00 pm 

11/7 Mix it up day-

Camouflage  

11/8 PTO night at the 

Icehogs 7:00 pm 

11/11 PTO meeting 4:30 

11/15 PTO Skateland 

family skate 4:30-6:30 

pm 

11/17 Market Day pick 

up 4:15 

11/26-11/28 No School 

12/2 3rd grade Sing and 

Share 6:30 PGE gym 

12/5 Mix it up-ugly 

Christmas sweater  

12/11 Pre-K and Kinder-

garten Literacy Council 

to PGE  3:00-4:00pm   

Barnes and Noble Book 

Fair 9:00am-9:00 pm @ 

Barnes and Noble in 

CherryVale Mall 

12/12-12/13 Santa’s se-

cret shop 

Market Day pick up 4:15 

12/19 Classroom parties 

8:10-9:45 am and end of 

2nd quarter 

12/22-1/2 Winter break 

no school 

1/5 Teacher institute no 

school 

Recess will continue to be outside unless the WINDCHILL is below zero.  Please 
make sure your child has the necessary clothing for outside recess.   Students will 
need to have coat, boots, gloves, and snow pants in order to play in any snow we 
may receive.  Otherwise they will be limited to play on the blacktop area of the 
playground.  Please label all hats, coats, boots and gloves with your child’s name and 
remember to check the lost and found. 

Recess Information 

Barnes and Noble Book Fair 
North Boone libraries are partnering with Pecatonica School libraries to sponsor a 
book fair at the Barnes & Noble at CherryVale Mall on Thursday, Dec. 11th.  Shop-
pers at the store must present the book fair voucher at check out.  Bring this 
voucher along or pick one up that day at the store.  A percentage of sales at Barnes 
& Noble plus the Starbucks in the store will be donated to the libraries.  Online 
shoppers at  www.bn.com who supply the book fair ID # 11444858 can also sup-
port the fundraiser.  Proceeds will go toward the libraries at NBMS, NBHS, and the 
district’s Summer Library Program including “Books on Wheels”.  Come shop and 
help make this new project a success! 
 

CherryVale Mall 
Thursday, Dec. 11, 9:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. 

Books Make Great Gifts 
Please remember that books make a wonderful holiday gift.  Gift certificates to a 
book store are even better since the child can be involved in selecting the 
books.  Reading over the winter break will be so important to maintaining your 
child's skills, so why not get your child enthused by providing some fresh reading 
material?  Don't worry too much about the type of book . . . pop culture and comic 
books are fine.  Just make sure it's something your child can read or that you will 
read it with/to your child if it is a little challenging.   

http://www.bn.com�
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Happenings At PGE 

Be sure to set aside Thursday, November 6th, to attend Poplar Grove Elementary's 
annual all-school Make & Take Night.  Parents go to their children's grade level and 
make an activity together that they can use/play at home to reinforce what their chil-
dren are learning at school.  This if for ALL grade levels . . . be sure to come!  Make 
& Take Night is from 6:00-7:00.  Hope to see you there! 

 In November we always honor our Veterans.  We will be sending home a pa-
per star for you and your family to decorate in honor of your family’s Veterans.  
You may decorate them with pictures or just write a story about your family.  If 
you send in the star with a picture, please make sure your child’s name and 
teacher’s name is on the star. We will hang these stars in the multi-purpose 
room on our “Honoring Our Heroes” wall. 

 Our next PTO meeting is Tuesday, November 4th at 4:30 pm.  This is a new 
meeting date!  Please join us if you can. 

 Mix it up day is Friday November 7th.  The theme is camouflage.  The students 
really enjoy being part of the classroom competition.  The winning class gets 
bragging rights and to display the school banner outside their classroom.  The 
class with the most monthly wins gets to participate in a party in May. 

 Poplar Grove PTO night at the Rockford Icehogs is Saturday November 8th..  
This is a fundraiser for the PTO and an opportunity to see Mrs. Zimber and the 
Poplar Grove Choir perform the National Anthem.   

 PTO Is hosting a family skate night at Skateland in Rockford.  Please be watch-
ing for more information. 

 Santa’s Secret Shop will once again be at PGE.  This is an opportunity for the 
students to purchase small holiday gifts for members of their family.  Please be 
watching for the envelope and information to be coming home.  

 We will celebrate Winter Holidays on December 19, 2014 .  Parties will be in 
the morning from 8:10-9:45 am.   Your student will come home specific infor-
mation about their classroom parties in their backpack. 

 

Family Reading Night Info 

All the staff at PGE wish you a safe and happy holiday season! 
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Attendance Information 
One of the most valuable life skills a student can learn is taking the responsibility of 
arriving at school, everyday, on time.  This skill can easily be accomplished and will 
transfer as a valuable asset for the future.  One of the most important times of the 
school day is the morning.  This is the time when important school news is an-
nounced, teachers define the plans for the day, and instructional goals are reviewed 
and set.  The whole tone of a child’s school day is set in the first part of the day.  
Please help support your children in learning habits that will help them be successful 
at school and throughout life. 
We have started a reward program for students.  Each month they have perfect at-
tendance they will receive a badge to go on their key chain.  In order to qualify for 
perfect attendance your student must attend school every day it is in session for that 
month.  They must not be tardy or leave early throughout the day.  The students 
have received the September rewards and were very excited! 
As cold weather is approaching, we are asking that you plan accordingly to get your 
student to school on time.   
  7:50 am: first bell rings, doors are opened 
  7:55 am: warning bell rings 
  8:00 am: final bell rings 
All students are required to be in their classrooms by 8:00 am or they are marked 
tardy. 
We understand that traffic is bad when it rains and even worse when it snows.  We 
know that a lot of you have more than one child to deliver each day and that car 
pools are late sometimes.  We realize that tires go flat, shoes get lost, car keys get 
misplaced and alarms don’t always go off.  However, NONE of these reasons are 
“legal” in the State’s regulations, so tardies resulting from them will remain unex-
cused.   Please plan ahead and allow extra time for unexpected delays as excessive 
tardies will lead to disciplinary action.  
Outlined below is the policy Poplar Grove Elementary will be using each quarter and 
consequences for tardiness.  We will start enforcing this as of November 1, 2014: 
     After a total of 3 unexcused tardies, a note will be sent home with the child that  
       evening. The note is to be signed by a parent and returned to the school  
      office. The student will serve lunch/recess detentions until the note is returned t 
       to school. 
  After the 4th tardy, your student will serve a lunch/recess detention.   
 After the 5th tardy, your student will serve 2 lunch/recess detentions.  During 

these detentions the student will be required to make up any missed work that 
occurred because of the tardy. 

 After the 6th tardy a referral will be made to the Regional Attendance Coop for 
excessive tardiness and your student will serve a half day in-school suspension. 

Excessive tardiness is defined as being tardy more than 10% of the current school 
session.  We will also report all tardiness in excess of 10% for the current school 
session to the Regional Attendance Coop. 
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Please register 
all student cell 
phones with 
the school 

office 



P A G E  4  Perfect Attendance for September 

P O P L A R  G R O V E   

The following students had perfect attendance for the month of September: 

Nevaeh Acevedo   Julia Garbacz   Kole Olsen  
Kade Aitkenhead   Anthony Garcia   Kailey Osborne 
Wyatt Aitkenhead   Isabella Garcia   Leonardo Ovalle 
Naomi Alatorre   Josh Garcia   Mario Ovalle 
Chandler Alderman  Isiah Gibson   Monserrath Ovalle 
Noah Anderson   James Gonzalez   Shayla Palmer 
Simon Anderson   Daniel Hahn   Casen Patnaude 
Luis Aquino   Ryah Haselhorst   Marko Petrov 
Alex Arata   Zander Haselhorst  Alexa Pollace  
Oscar Balsley   Cielo Hernandez   Adrien Raabe 
Mackenzie Bauch   Julissa Hernandez   Natalya Razo 
Alexa Banuelos   Mason Hesterly   Kristy Reitz 
Rory Bennett-Sims  Tristen Hilke    Rebecca Reitz 
Jayden Bentley   Lebron Hirsch   Hannah Rogers 
Connor Bergman   Geno Hoffa   Ellie Ryan 
Hope Blair   Caden Hoppe   Dakota Schober-Kramer 
Roger Dean Blair   Malachi Horton   Jackson Schumacher 
Kylie Blazer   Olivia Johnson   Jenna Seeber 
Nikolaus Bohlman   Vivian Jones   Matthew Self 
Nate Brunschon   Izabella Jurs   Amro Shammakh 
Cohen Carpenter   Melanie King-Melgoza  Safwa Shammakh  
Kylee Carpenter   Kayley Kingsbury   Aubrie Smith 
Camryn Carter   Noah Kirby   Amaya Smoot 
Maximiliano Cervantes  Isabella Klein-Marquez  Destiny Soto-Rocha  
Jalen Chavira   Abigail Koura   Jose Soto-Rocha 
Jack Christensen   Caleb Koura   Kamryn Spohr 
Griffin Cooke   Gracielyn Kozak   Hayden Staver 
Gunnar Cooke   Kayleigh Krause   Kennedy Staver 
Reagan Cottrell   Austin LaRoche   Cooper Surratt 
Rhiannon Cottrell   Shae Lessard   Alondra Talavera 
Rori Cottrell   Jack Lipinsky   Erik Talavera-Cabral 
Julian Crotty   Byron Livdahl   Ramon Talavera 
Estrella Cruz   Elias Lopez   Killian Tillman 
Dario Cruz   Aidan Lueder   Zachary Topping 
Gabrielle DAmato   Zoe Lukan   Annabella Torres 
Quinn Danner   Adam Luna   Avarie Torres 
Gabriella Davis   Zoe Magyar   Payten Turley 
Mason Denk   Audrey Mann   Michelle Turner 
Hayden Dlugi   Alicia Martinez   Hunter Wargo 
Mackenzie Durkee  Kimberly Martinez   Jacob Webb 
Jet Etnyre   Mattison McCartney  Riley Weiss 
Austin Evans   Owen Meredith   Mattie Whalen 
Jax Falkstrom   Maison Mulcahy   Carson Wheeler 
Anthony Faraone   Ben Neri    Griffin Wheeler 
Ava Frederick   Noah O’Donnell   Adelai Whitlock 
Morgan Frederick   Russell O’Donnell   Ethan Winne 
Abrahan Fuentes   Jorja Olsen   Dale Worley 
Julia Garbacz   Kaden Olsen   Hailie Wynstra 
 

Our new perfect 
attendance pro-
gram kicked off 
in September.  
All students that 
have perfect at-
tendance for a 
full month will 
receive a new 
badge for their 
backpack.  All 
the students are 
very excited for 
this program.  
Students must be 
present for  a full 
day without any 
tardies to be eli-
gible for the 
monthly award. 
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Mrs. Babcock’s Class 

 Please check our website every evening for homework helper and a reading 
buddy video.  On the homepage, we also add photos to our Twitter feed and share 
classroom news and reminders.  Plan on attending our December Sing and Share on 
Tuesday, December 2nd at 6:30 P.M. on the stage in our gymnasium.   

Mrs. Zimber’s Music 

 The Poplar Grove Choir has been selected by Mrs. Zimber.  Please be sure to 
watch them perform the National Anthem  at the Rockford Icehogs game on  Satur-
day, November 8th at 7:00 P.M. 

Ms. Lough’s Class 

 Ms. Lough’s class is sponsoring our coin wars.  All the proceeds will go to 
Gigi’s Playhouse.   

Kindergarten 

 October was fire safety month.  Our kindergarten classes learned how to get 
out of their house safely and to have a safety plan in case of a fire.  They also had a 
field trip to the North Boone District 3 fire station to see the equipment used to 
battle a fire. 

1st Grade 

 During October the 1st grade learned about apples.  They learned about the 
apple life cycle and also about Johnny Appleseed. 

2nd Grade 

 The 2nd grade classes just put together some marvelous book reports.  They 
have been on display in the hallway.  The students read their favorite book and deco-
rated a pumpkin to correspond with their favorite character.  What a wonderful dis-
play of creativity! 

3rd Grade 

 Our 3rd grade classes have been studying crayfish as part of their structures 
of life science unit.  Through observation they are learning interesting details about 
animal structures and caring for a living organism.   They have enjoyed having a family 
of crustaceans to have a hands on experience. 

4th Grade 

 The 4th grade classes are starting their study on the great state of Illinois.  
They will be researching famous people from Illinois.  Please be watching for their 
creative Illinois displays! 

Classroom News 
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